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Operation Read

For World Book Day, Woldgate 
staff read ‘Treasure Island’ so 
our pupils can hear this classic 
adventure brought to life.

Check ClassCharts for the 
link to this exciting resource. 

We look 
forward to 

welcoming all our 
pupils and Sixth 
Form students 
back to school 
on Monday 8th 

March.
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A selection of the excellent work being 

completed at home by our pupils and students

Mrs Geary wanted to share this beautiful art work produced by Eleanor Taylor in Year 9.
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Lockdown.

Mr Stathers was so impressed by the quality of the work being submitted on ClassCharts that he 
decided to celebrate their commitment to the subject.

Design Technology pupils in Upper 
School prove their skills continue to 
develop.

As the third national lockdown comes 

to an end, I wanted to share with you 

some of the amazing work which has 

been completed this term in Design 

Technology through remote learning at 

Key Stage 4. 

I have often been asked why I 

went into the teaching profession, 

especially recently when talking to 

friends who have had to step into 

the role and home-school their own 

children; having a small insight into 

the role of a teacher. The answer is 

simple; just seeing the fantastic work 

our young people today, can produce. 

Teaching them to learn and soak up 

knowledge and skills, putting it all into 

practice and gaining the success each 

one of our young people deserves. That 

is what makes being a teacher of Design 

Technology so rewarding. I have the 

added bonus of not only seeing book 

work, but also pupils’ practical skills 

and how they transform ideas into 

3-dimensional reality. Over my years 

of teaching Design Technology, the 

times I have had to remind myself that 

the products I have seen produced in 

a school workshop have come from the 

minds of young children, and not qualified 

professionals. A young person’s mind is 

limitless in Design Technology and is only 

bounded by their imagination.

Mr Stathers 
Head of Technology

Year 9 who started the first year of their 

three-year GCSE course in Design 

Technology in September, have certainly stepped-up and 

proven why they opted for the subject. Last term, we 

were fortunate enough to still have workshop access and 

the pupils completed their first GCSE mini project, 

designing and manufacturing a cube calendar as 

a skills acquisition project. I was very proud to see 

how each of them worked under new conditions and 

adjusted accordingly due to COVID restrictions. As 

the new term began in January, and the news came 

we would not be returning to the classrooms and 

workshops as normal, I was disappointed not to have 

the opportunity to continue teaching these remarkable 

young people in a live environment. I was also concerned 

about how their learning would be affected by the 

school closure and the move to remote learning. My 

concerns have been well and truly thwarted with many 

of the Year 9 Design Technology pupils producing work 

beyond my expectations. Obviously, the main draw to 

my subject is the practical element of the course and 

the pupils want to be hands-on, making something, 

which is not possible in the current situation. At the 

start of this term, Year 9 were to start their new 

project, designing and manufacturing a Mp3 Mono 

Amplifier. As they must learn about art movements 

and designers for the Core Technical Principles of 

Design Technology, (the exam content), this project 

must be designed around the Bauhaus Art Movement, 

founded by Walter Gropius, in 1919. The art movement 

is studied to get an understanding of style and design 

influence. Pupils then must design and make their 

own Mp3 Amplifier in the style of Bauhaus.
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Overall, skills involved in the project include, designing, client identification, product 

analysis, material selection, working with a range of materials and practical skills, 

including CAD / CAM and electronic engineering. Lessons covering the project, from the 

introduction all the way through to marketing and advertising, have been delivered 

through the ‘My Learning’ platform. This is an excellent resource, but I have missed the 

discussions my subject generates with the pupils in the classroom. However, my pupils 

have not let me down; anything but! I would like to take this opportunity to share 

with you some the outstanding work submitted by my Year 9 pupils over lockdown.

Credit for this selection of outstanding quality work 
goes to Emily Chantry, Jacob Eate, and Tomos Hastie, but 

there were so many more pupils work I could have exhibited.

Year 10 continue to impress. After working towards more mini projects, for 

example Interior Design, Year 10 were also in the same predicament 

that the current projects we were working on had to stop due to lockdown. Their final project in 

preparation for the start of their GCSE Non-Examined Assessment, NEA, which is due to begin 

on June 1st, is to design and manufacture a ‘5-Jointed Wooden Box’. Implementing Retrieval 

Practice, to recall and re-use several skills already learnt, Year 10 pupils make a wooden box for 

a client of their own choosing. The box must be manufactured using five different wood joints 

to expand their, already high, skill set. Working with a range of both traditional and modern 

manufacturing techniques, the wood joints they will cut are Groove, Finger, Mitre, Dowel and 

Half-Lap Joints. They are provided with a length of timber 1000mm x 70mm x 10mm and they 

must use this to make the four sides of the box. Further materials are provided to make 

the base and enhance with a range of types of lid. Surface decoration is then 

applied using CAD / CAM, laser cutting, vinyl cutting and possibly pyrography. 

Pupils develop their drawing skills through isometric sketching and development 

work in readiness for the design section of their NEA.

Credit for this selection of outstanding 
work goes to Josh Arthur, Loren 

Barnes, Evie Brooks, Jessica Easton, 
Mark James, Hayden Taylor and  

Bradley Towse
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As Year 11 move toward the completion of their GCSE in 

Design Technology, they have been continuing 

with their NEA, which is worth 50% of their overall grade. This year, the theme all 

pupils worked on, provided by the AQA examination board, was, ‘Multi-Functional 

Living’. All pupils have had to identify a design situation or a problem to solve, and 

through rigorous research and designing, produce plans for a prototype that 

could be commercially produced. Unfortunately, due to the national 

lockdowns, the move was taken this year by the examination 

boards to withdraw the practical element from the course, 

to regain time lost. The pupils looked upon this decision 

with a degree of disappointment, as they were 

looking forward to designing and manufacturing 

their own products. But, after their initial 

frustration with this decision, most have 

gone on to research, design and plan a 

range of fabulous prototypes that 

have some serious commercial 

potential. As mentioned in the 

beginning of this article, I often 

must remind myself that these are 

prototypes which have been designed 

by young people aged 15 and 16, which 

is truly magnificent when you consider 

the design complexity the pupils work to.

This year, pupils have designed 

prototypes covering many aspects and 

clientele, ranging from nursery products to 

equipment for trades people, 

musical instrument accessories, 

sports and leisure gear and 

educational creations, plus 

many more inspirational 

designs.

Credit for this selection of outstanding work goes to Georgia McNeil, Freddie 
Taylor, and Edgar Thompson. Good luck with your results in the summer!
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JOIN US
Our Sixth Form is firmly rooted in its community, and has a strong community identity shaped by the 

students who study here. Encompassing beautiful countryside and coastline, with its historic buildings, 

nature reserves and the Yorkshire Wolds Way, the East Riding of Yorkshire is a fantastic place to live and 

to study. Our Sixth Form is designed to serve this unique area, which we are incredibly proud to be a 

part of. As a Sixth Form, our warm friendly community provides a welcoming environment where each 

student is known and cared for as an individual, where our values our lived into being through the care 

and teaching we provide as a Sixth Form.

Charitable Fundraising

Sixth Form students are passionate about contributing to their community through charitable fundraising 

activities. Sixth Formers lead the school in our annual Charity Week, organising whole-school fundraising 

events and raising huge amounts of money for their chosen charities. In addition, tutor groups and Houses 

participate in charitable fundraising throughout the school year, and Sixth Form students also work directly 

with local charities through volunteering and community projects. These opportunities make Woldgate 

a fantastic, fun and rewarding place to study, enabling our students to give something back to their local 

community while achieving excellent qualifications.

APPLY HERE

Sixth Form Prospectus - Click Here

To apply for a place, complete our initial 
application form which can be found here:

Issue 233 March 2021 Page 6@EYSixthForm eysixthform
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On February 28th 1953, Francis Crick 
walked into the Eagle pub in Cambridge, 
England and, as James Watson later 
recalled, announced “we had found the 
secret of life”. Actually, they had. That 
morning, Watson and Crick had figured 
out the structure of deoxyribonucleic acid, 
DNA.

We might not have found the secret of life but we 

are not far short of it in this A Level Course. It is 

relevant and challenging, and you will develop a 

wide range of skills. Biology is the study of living 

organisms, divided into many specialized fields 

that cover their morphology, physiology, anatomy, 

behaviour, origin, and distribution. On this course 

you will study and learn about biological molecules; 

cells; organisms exchange substances with their 

environment; genetic information, variation and 

relationships between organisms; energy transfers 

in and between organisms; organisms respond to 

changes in their internal and external environments; 

genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems; and 

the control of gene expression.

Biologists are in great demand. You can go on to study 

Biology at University or choose from an enormous 

range of related subjects. Biology graduates are 

found in careers ranging from Forensic Science 

to Food, Leisure to Land Management. Biologists 

from our Sixth Form have gone into Medicine, 

Nursing, Veterinary Medicine, Dentistry and Genetic 

Engineering, as well as many other careers.

Biology
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Within the Earth there are an amazing 
number of different chemicals. Some 
are locked in rocks and others in living 
organisms. Humans have manufactured 
lots more! All chemicals are made from the 
same type of particles – atoms. If you want 
to learn more about the chemistry going 
on around and within you, then Chemistry 
is for you!

At least 15% of the overall assessment of Chemistry 

will assess knowledge, skills and understanding in 

relation to practical work. This will be carried out 

throughout the course in a series of 12 required 

practical activities which will have varying levels of 

choice and independence.

Study Chemistry at University and a wide variety of 

careers will be open to you – not just careers with 

a science base. People with degrees in Chemistry 

are found in Law, Accountancy, Management 

Consultancy, Personnel, Media and other non-

scientific careers. A Level Chemistry is essential if you 

want to go on to study Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, 

or Veterinary Science and it is also a requirement for 

some Archaeology, Engineering, Biology, Biomedical 

Science and Geology Degree courses. Even if you 

don’t know what you want to do next, Chemistry is a 

widely valued course and employers and universities 

value the skills it develops.

Chemistry
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Achieve your 
FULL 
POTENTIAL

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Contact info

To visit our new Sixth Form site, read the 

prospectus, and watch our Sixth Form and subject 

videos:

Enter the Sixth Form Portal via the school website 

www.woldgate.net

Or phone to speak to the Sixth Form Team 

07790 987009
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World Book Day 2021 -  

Thursday 4th March

The World Book Day charity aims to “change lives through a love of books and shared 

reading.” Working with the National Literacy Trust, they are researching what reading 

means to teenagers.

For many, reading has provided support during school closures for issues such as: future 

plans and success, stress, anxiety and mental health. Reading can improve cultural 

awareness and help teens to develop stronger social skills, vocabulary and writing skills.

To celebrate World Book Day, we have launched the following competitions:

Lower school competition for World Book Day 2021

• World Book Day quiz (11th March)

Upper and Lower school competitions:

• Take a photograph of yourself in costume as a character from a book or re-enacting a scene (1st Prize: £10 Book voucher; 

2nd prize: Writing stationery pack; 3rd prize: Chocolate – Deadline 18th March)

• Operation Read! Treasure Island read by teachers at Woldgate and activities for every chapter! (Lower School: you could 

also take the quiz on Accelerated Reader– Lots of Merits to be earned)

These activities should encourage pupils to consider and share what they are reading. World Book Day have created the 

following discussion questions in order to understand young people’s reading and create ‘space’ for them to read.

• Do you make time to read? What persuades you to read for enjoyment when there are other things to do?

• Compared to music, videos, games and online, how do you experience books and reading as part of your personal time?

• Which books are cool? Which books get it right – and which books do you feel get it wrong? Which would you talk with 

your friends about?

• Have you found a book that seems to be about you and your thoughts and ideas yet? Do you feel more interested in 

reading if the books reflect your own experience and the world around you?

• Is it important to you that your friends and others you follow or talk with share or talk about reading?

If you, or your child, would like to leave feedback on the above questions for World Book Day and the National Literacy Trust, 

visit: https://www.worldbookdaysocial.com

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 233 March 2021 Page 10@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 233 March 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value

https://www.worldbookdaysocial.com 


This year, World Book Day vouchers will be sent to you 
as an E-voucher to redeem £1 off your choice of book or 
exchange for a free book from the selection below:

our brilliant
£1 authors

SITA BRAHMACHARI’S 
THE RIVER WHALE  
explores a dream becoming reality and is 
written using a mixture of free verse and prose. 
Sita’s experience in telling stories for audiences 
on stage in the theatre and working with young 
people in workshops listening to their views of 
the world are a huge influence on her writing.  

Watch Sita’s World Book Day 
Author & Illustrator video on 
‘Inspirations for storytelling 
flow’ – worldbookday.com/online-
masterclasses/inspirations-for-
storytelling-flow

KATHERINE RUNDELL’S 
SKYSTEPPERS 
shares her love of being on the rooftops of a 
city and the different perspective that offers.
This book is a prequel to Rooftoppers. When 
Katherine isn’t climbing the roofs of Oxford 
colleges she is teaching Shakespeare or writing 
adventure stories.  

She shares more of her 
inspiration for this book and 
some writing ideas for you to  
try in her World Book Day 
Author & Illustrator video on 
‘Imagine a wild adventure’ – 

worldbookday.com/online-masterclasses/
imagine-a-wild-adventure/
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DEREK LANDY’S 
SKULDUGGERY PLEASANT 
APOCALYPSE KINGS 
is a stand-alone adventure from his bestselling 
series of books, SKULDUGGERY PLEASANT. 
Derek writes authentic, likeable characters 
within his witty novels, and his video centres 
around writing realistic people alongside how 
he’s kept himself entertained during lockdown. 

Discover his World Book Day 
Author & Illustrator video, 
‘How to make characters feel 
real’ – worldbookday.com/online-
masterclasses/how-to-make-
characters-feel-real/

HOLLY JACKSON’S 
KILL JOY 
Holly Jackson finds inspiration to write her 
novels from her own passion for true crime. 
She lives in London and aside from reading and 
writing, she enjoys playing video games and 
watching true crime documentaries so she can 
pretend to be a detective. 

our brilliant
£1 authors

SITA BRAHMACHARI’S 
THE RIVER WHALE  
explores a dream becoming reality and is 
written using a mixture of free verse and prose. 
Sita’s experience in telling stories for audiences 
on stage in the theatre and working with young 
people in workshops listening to their views of 
the world are a huge influence on her writing.  

Watch Sita’s World Book Day 
Author & Illustrator video on 
‘Inspirations for storytelling 
flow’ – worldbookday.com/online-
masterclasses/inspirations-for-
storytelling-flow

KATHERINE RUNDELL’S 
SKYSTEPPERS 
shares her love of being on the rooftops of a 
city and the different perspective that offers.
This book is a prequel to Rooftoppers. When 
Katherine isn’t climbing the roofs of Oxford 
colleges she is teaching Shakespeare or writing 
adventure stories.  

She shares more of her 
inspiration for this book and 
some writing ideas for you to  
try in her World Book Day 
Author & Illustrator video on 
‘Imagine a wild adventure’ – 

worldbookday.com/online-masterclasses/
imagine-a-wild-adventure/
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Mrs Chapman 
asked Year 7 

pupils to send 
in images 

capturing the 
pleasure reading 

can bring.
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Last week, we had a (Section 8) inspection (at one of our sister schools), of the Learning Platform 
which is currently in use at Woldgate School. Over the two days, two HMI (Her Majesty’s Inspectors 
of Schools) from Ofsted sought, through speaking to parents, colleagues and by viewing lessons, to 
evaluate the quality of provision provided by the school. I would like to thank the inspectors who 
gave their time to expertly evaluate the school, to offer challenge and provide clear foci to help us 
improve our school for our children. The report will be produced over the next few weeks and then 
published.

As we prepare to reopen school, I would like to thank parents for their support with home learning over the period of 

lockdown. It has been wonderful to see our children coming back into school – even if this was purely for the purpose of 

lateral flow testing. I have truly missed welcoming our children to school every morning, speaking to them in corridors and 

seeing them learning in lessons.

I feel that lateral flow testing is clearly an important part of reopening school safely. I have previously spoken about the 

efficacy of the test and whilst we do not expect every asymptomatic case to be identified, through testing, we will identify 

a proportion of the school population that is carrying the virus that would otherwise go undiagnosed. I would, therefore, 

encourage parents to consider allowing their child to participate.

As lessons resume, you will be aware from your Head of School that our school will once again feel very different. All of the 

measures in place previously continue, with children in ‘bubbles’ and colleague movement between ‘bubbles’ minimised as far 

as practically possible without reducing the curriculum offer – for instance with only two Art teachers we cannot provide one 

whole colleague per ‘bubble’ for each year group. Where this does occur, colleagues are taking precautions and seeking to 

mitigate the risk to themselves and our children. We know the responsibility of not only educating our children but keeping 

our whole community safe. A significant change will be the wearing of masks in corridors, communal areas, but now also 

being strongly recommended in classrooms for children and colleagues. This national measure, intended we understand to be 

short term, will I feel, be difficult for both children and colleagues alike. We will, however, be implementing the guidance in 

the hope that it will help reduce any potential transmission within the classroom environment.

Executive  
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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Once our school is fully re-open, although 

operating under Covid-19 restrictions and 

its limitations on teaching, marking and 

assessment, I would like to survey parents to 

gather your views on how we can support your 

child. Primarily, to understand the steps we 

can take to continue to improve and to plan for 

the next stage, potentially post-COVID, as we 

adapt back to hopefully being able to educate 

normally. There is no doubt that this time 

will continue to test us all, but our recovery 

in schools must be a priority as we know the 

potential cost to our children, if these next steps 

are not right.

I have no doubt, we have lessons to learn from 

this period. It is an extraordinary situation we 

find ourselves in and I am in no doubt to the 

breadth and strength of opinion about the 

pandemic, our national response and how our 

school has responded. I promise to continue 

to listen, respond and to ensure we improve – 

like everyone here, we never sought to lead a 

response to a pandemic. We want to ensure this 

school offers our children the best eduction 

and we are determined both for our children 

and parents, that they will see changes in the 

weeks, months and years ahead, as we continue 

this journey to becoming one of the very best 

schools.

Finally, I would like to thank parents and several 

of our fabulous pupils for their cards and letters 

last week – they meant a lot to me and to my 

colleagues who were preparing the testing 

centre whilst also being inspected and providing 

remote learning – it made a rather challenging 

week seem doable.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton 
Executive Headteacher

Melbourne Primary School is part of the Wolds Learning 

Partnership. The Local Governing Body at Melbourne 

Primary School has a vacancy for a Governor – at this 

time we are not looking to recruit parent governors as 

all parent governor vacancies are full. 

Governors play a key role in the school. Working as a 

team to provide support and challenge and influencing 

strategies. We are hoping that members of the 

community will nominate themselves or others and 

help us by contributing ideas and influencing decision 

making. 

Outlines of procedures for nominations are set out 

below but please feel free to contact me directly to talk 

informally about being a School Governor. 

The Local Governing Body is made up of parents, 

teachers and other members of the community. Twice 

per term the Governing Body meets to support the 

work of the school, and together with the Head of 

School is responsible for making sure that the school 

provides a good standard of education for pupils. 

If you would like to become a Governor please contact 

me using the following email address: kfoxton@mcps.
org.uk.

Care Imagine Believe Strive Achieve

www.melbourneprimary.org.uk
admin@mcps.org.uk
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It has been wonderful to see 
students and pupils arriving 
in school for their tests this 
week prior to starting back on 
the 8th of March. I am so very 
grateful to our volunteers for 
their hard work in carrying 
out in excess of three 
thousand tests in the next 
two weeks. This essential 
work will ensure that for our 
children next week will be a 
safe and calm return.

Prior to next week, I would like to 

outline the following points to assist 

your child with their transition back 

into the school.

Masks 

A shift in guidance by the 

government – recently publicised in 

the press – that face coverings are 

‘strongly recommended’ rather than 

compulsory in classrooms is intended 

for schools, not individuals. It is 

schools that must make this decision 

- and Woldgate School has followed 

that ‘strong recommendation’ in 

order to protect children, colleagues, 

families, and the community. 

Consequently, we would ask that 

your child wears a face covering in 

classrooms and communal areas 

unless exempt from wearing one on 

medical grounds. 

If your child is exempt from wearing 

a mask, please do contact their Care 

and Achievement Coordinator.

We do have a supply of disposable 

masks if your child’s mask should 

break or be misplaced during the day 

but as children will be wearing a face 

covering for the majority of the day 

it is important that these coverings 

are comfortable. We would therefore 

advise you to buy a washable face 

covering for your child, providing 

them with spares in case they are 

needed. 

I am aware that this will be a 

fundamental change 

Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Friday 12 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23 July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Friday 5th March 2021

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26 July 2021

Head 
of School

Cont. Over
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for most children. We will be opening the field from March 

the 8th except in very inclement weather or if the ground 

is significantly waterlogged and so I would strongly advise 

that you ensure your child has a coat with them so that they 

may enjoy some time in the fresh open air between lessons. 

Pupils and students will not be required to wear a mask 

when outdoors or taking part in PE lessons.

Buses and the Collection and Drop-off of children.

A reminder, please, that East Riding have placed signage on 

their buses to indicate where children should sit in order to 

minimise mixing between year groups. Colleagues on duty 

oversee loading of the buses in the afternoon to ensure 

these guidelines are followed but please do remind your 

child to follow the recommended seating when boarding 

the buses in the morning.

I would ask that parents and carers are mindful and 

considerate in parking when dropping off or collecting 

their children to ensure buses and other traffic have ample 

space to manoeuvre. Loading buses to ensure children 

are grouped by year needs to be done carefully and so we 

appreciate your support in managing congestion.

Changes to Year 8 classes

At present our Year 8 children are taught in one of two 

class combinations with one class for core subjects – 

English, Maths, Science, and Languages – and another 

for the performance, technical, and world subjects that 

will form the basis of their options this year and the next: 

History, Geography, Art and so on. This is a limited set of 

class combinations compared to a normal school year, in 

which children would normally find themselves in five or six 

different class groups.

While the additional setting combination has been helpful 

for us to vary setting within the year group, please note 

that from March 8th your child will remain in their current 

classes for English, Maths, Science, and Languages but 

will continue to be taught with these class groups for all 

subjects.

In many cases this will not involve any change in teachers 

– there are colleagues who deliver all Music, Art, and 

Drama lessons across the year group – but it will limit the 

number of children mixing across the Year 8 bubble and 

consequently limit the number of children identified as 

close contacts should a positive case be identified.

We would like to thank you for your support with this.

Additional Hand Washing Stations

We have installed two large steel hand-washing troughs 

outside of the catering spaces in J Building – for use by Year 

9 and 10 – and A Building for use by Year 7 and 8. These will 

have soap dispensers to facilitate good hand hygiene. We 

would encourage children to use these before and after 

eating and at breaktime. Hand sanitiser stations remain in 

place across all blocks.

Lunch arrangements

Until Easter, Year 9 and 10 lunch orders will be taken from 

classrooms on order forms, prepared and put into bags for 

collection from the B Block dining hall.  This will mean that 

children will no longer need to queue for orders during 

break and lunch.  Break time food service for Year 9 and 10 

will be suspended until Easter.

Marquee in Upper School Playground

While there are already covered walkways across the 

yard and underneath J Building entrance, a large gazebo 

structure has been acquired for us to provide additional 

shelter in J Building playground to enable greater 

distancing between children in case of heavy rain. Senior 

Leaders will direct Year Groups to the appropriate waiting 

area.

The structure will also provide a covered enclosure to 

expand lunchtime seating for Year 9 and 10 at 

lunchtimes and breaks. Cont. Over
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Peripatetic music lessons

Music lessons will recommence from the 8th of March but the majority of lessons will now be held in the 

foyer to our mobile teaching space between rooms E12 and E13. Your child will be guided to this location 

by colleagues through our morning PowerPoint on Monday: the space is well ventilated and as it is 

accessible without entering a year group bubble, it allows easy access for all children.

Rooming and practical activities

Some rooms have been refurbished during lockdown with improved seating 

and tables: all spaces have been deep cleaned. Some rooms will be 

reallocated to minimise travel around our one-way systems but these 

will be signposted clearly when children arrive.

Some practical activities, such as Drama in Lower School, will be 

limited until Easter.

Parents Evenings and Options Evenings

While face-to-face Parents’ Evenings will not be possible for a 

little longer, we will be offering virtual events for the remainder 

of the current academic year to enable you to discuss your child’s 

progress and discuss their option choices, for example, for year 

groups making these decision in the current year. We will use 

the same platform for these conversations that we use for 

our Parents’ Evening booking system and we will be in 

touch with a calendar for these evenings – along with 

information as to how to access the system – shortly.

Our first two Parents’ Evenings will take place this 

half term with Year 13 taking place on the 17th of 

March and Year 12 on the 24th of March. Mrs Lawson 

will be in touch in the coming week to open the 

booking process.

Best wishes.

Mr G Davies 
Head of School
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Online Safety Advice for Children and Parents

The internet is a great way to connect with 
your friends and learn new things. But it’s also 
important to stay safe. 

There are a few ways you can help make sure you’re not in 

danger when you use the internet:

Pay attention to the minimum age restrictions on apps 
and websites

Remember that most social media apps have minimum age 

restrictions of 13, with some such as WhatsApp being 16. 

These restrictions are imposed for many reasons, and by 

creating an account, you are confirming that you (or your 

child if you are creating an account on their behalf) are 

over this minimum age. Age restrictions are put in place 

to protect children, and to reflect the level of maturity 

required to use the app or website safely.

Be careful what you share online 

• When you choose a profile picture for a social 

networking website like Facebook or Twitter, avoid 

photos that could give people you don’t know 

information about where you live

• Check your privacy settings regularly, including on 

smart devices like wearables.

• Think about what should be shared in public and what 

shouldn’t be kept private

• Check your location settings – some sites, apps and 

devices let you share your location with other users. 

Turning off location settings can help protect your 

privacy

• Learn about how you can take care of your digital 

footprint.

Safeguarding at 

Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

Cont. Over
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Think before you post 

Don’t upload or share anything you wouldn’t want your parents, 

teachers or friends seeing. Once you press send, it is no longer 

private. Anything you send can be shared with other people and 

you can’t be sure who will end up seeing it.

Live streaming and apps like Snapchat can feel safer because 

they aren’t permanent. But anything you post online can be 

screenshotted and recorded and if that happens it’s out of your 

control.

Never share or reveal your passwords 

Use strong passwords that are hard for others to guess, using a 

mix of letters, numbers and symbols like (like £, $, &, !, etc.). Keep 

passwords to yourself and change them regularly.

If you can access a device remotely, changing the default 

password can keep it safer and make it harder for other people 

to access.

Be careful who you chat to 

If somebody you don’t know adds you as a friend, ignore them 

and delete their request. Don’t share personal information like 

your address or phone number with somebody you don’t know.

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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We are so excited to be welcoming Lower School pupils back to school on Monday. 
Our pupils have managed the challenges of home learning through determination 

and resilience that I have been proud of and I know that they will engage with the 
routines of school in exactly the same way. 

It is really important that pupils arrive to school on Monday in complete uniform, with all of their equipment ideally including 

a mask (and spare) so that we can focus on settling children back into classrooms. A full uniform list can be found on pages 

10-12 in your child’s planner. I am so aware that any time off school can lead to anxiety and worry but please be assured 

that our primary focus on Monday will be to make pupils feel welcome, safe and happy about being back in school with their 

peers. 

Mrs Clark and Miss Parkin will be moving around classrooms and monitoring pupils carefully throughout the day and the 

remainder of the week so I would ask for your patience if they are unable to respond to parental queries straight away. I 

would encourage pupils to have a rest over the weekend including time away from a screen and allow themselves to recharge 

before we resume on Monday. 

I cannot wait to see each and every child and to be able to move around classrooms that are buzzing with learning once 

more. I would like to say thank you in advance for your support next week as we strive to get pupils back into positive school 

routines

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School

Ms Minton writes:

Cont. Over
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Cont. Over

Mrs Atkinson writes:

It has been lovely to hear you say how very much you are looking forward to 
coming back into school. You have talked about the friendships and the social 

times that you have missed but also, the importance and respect that you have for your 
teachers. You have said that having survived yet another lockdown completing your work remotely, 
has made you realise the importance of being in school, where you can be focussed, committed and 
engaged with your learning, and where you can also have the support of your peers and the staff. 

My mum always says that ‘a veces uno no aprecea lo que tiene, hasta que se que siente el miedo di perderlo para siempre’. 

It means that we sometimes do not appreciate what we have, until we feel the fear of losing it forever. As you prepare this 

weekend for your return, know that we too are committed to supporting you with your learning and well-being.

As part of the celebration of World Book Day and Women’s History Month, I would like to share with you, my childhood 

favourite book. It is called ‘Beka Lamb’ and it was written by a Belizean born writer, Zelma (Zee) Edgell. Reading a book 

written by a female Belizean author, about Belizeans, coloured our imagination and gave us a sense of collective national 

pride.

The book is centred around Beka, who is a fourteen-year-old Belizean Creole girl and her best friend Toycie, who is 17. The 

book tells us about their struggles with poverty and racial prejudice, as well as the high expectations from their families, in 

terms of completion of chores and getting a good education. The two best friends do not want to end up ‘like many Creole 

women with no education, no husband and the only job available being the “washing bowl underneath the house bottom or 

worse”. There is also reference to Belizean politics as this was written when Belize was seeking Independence from British 

colonial rule; this was achieved in 1981. 

Beka likes to lie! She lies about not completing her chores and lies to her parents about doing well in her exams. In Belize, a 

child does not get ‘promoted’ to the next year if they fail to achieve the minimum expected standards. Having failed three 

subjects, Beka found it difficult to admit this to her family. It is difficult enough for her parents to have to pay for school fees 

(this is the norm in Belize) and so the thought of having to repeat an entire year, was just too much to cope with! Beka has 

strict but loving parents, who just wanted her to do well. They gave her another chance to go back to school, where a teacher, 

a nun at the Convent School, encourages her to enter an essay contest about Belizean History. She ends up winning a prize 

for this; not bad for a ‘Creole’ girl. 
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Her best friend Toycie’s story is a sad one. She was abandoned by her parents but brought up by an aunt who worked 

several jobs to earn enough money to give Toycie a good education. She knows that getting a good education will get her 

and her aunt out of poverty. Unfortunately, at 17, she gets pregnant and gets expelled from school. The expulsion was 

for ‘unacceptable lack of modesty’. There was no punishment for the young man. Toycie had a miscarriage and became 

depressed and so she was sent to an ‘asylum’. She dies soon after. 

The story tells of how Beka’s life changes after the death of her friend and how this and all her struggles, transformed 

her from a “flat-rate Belizean Creole” to a girl with “high mind”. Her troubles forced her to learn the value of money and 

education, but most important lessons of all, was the values of having good manners and respect for her family and her 

community.

If you get the opportunity to read this story, please do. It shows that, with all the trials and tribulations that we face, the 

determination and commitment to better yourself, usually wins in the end. It is always great to have people around to steer 

you in the right direction.

A key message to Year 10 – Please look out for your Progress Reviews; please contact us if you have any questions concerning 

your review.

Keep yourselves safe.

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School
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Mrs Lawson writes:

We are so looking forward to 
welcoming our students back 

on Monday – we can’t wait to see 
them all. We are incredibly proud of all of our 
students for their resilience during lockdown 
and we have been extremely impressed by the 
quality of the work they have produced. In 
particular, I would like to celebrate the following 
students for their incredible efforts over the 
past few weeks. 

In Year 12: Hannah Williams, Thomas Newman, 
Luke Watson, Alicia Reed, Ffion Jones, Rhys 
Rackham, Aimee Harper, Jenny Courtney, Izzy 
Whiley, Kirsten Dinsdale, Isabella Aaltio, Georgia 
Pratt, Joe Slater and Daisy Webley. 

And in Year 13: Molly Cook, Alice Cheney, Rebecca 
Wragg, Elena Lusby, Madelaine Hodgson, Lydia 
Adrian, Arielle Jones, Joshua Bates, Charlotte 
Burn, Jasmine Hanley, Alexa Morley, Emma 
Waudby, Victoria Frazier, Genevieve Fisher and 
Georgia Bruce.

This week is National Careers Week and a really good 

time for Year 12 students to start exploring possible career 

ideas. You can find out more information by visiting 

nationalcareersweek.com. After the Easter break, we will 

begin to support our Year 12 students in completing detailed 

research into careers, training opportunities and university 

courses. Many universities are hosting virtual events already, 

and these will continue throughout the summer and autumn 

term. The most important part of this process at this stage 

is to gather as much information as possible, and we will 

provide advice and guidance for students throughout this 

process.

For our Year 13s, it is wonderful to hear of the many offers and 

invitations to interview our students have been receiving. As I 

said last week, it is no cause to worry if students haven’t yet 

heard back from all of their universities as each university will 

have its own timeframe for giving offers. The next step for 

students and parents will be to apply for Student Finance, and 

we will be running a seminar for students on this after Easter 

with a view to all of our students being able to complete 

their student finance application by May, and students will 

also need to decide on their firm and insurance choice 

universities. If your child needs any support or guidance with 

this process myself and Mrs Bourne are available to offer 

advice.

Mrs K Lawson 

Head of Sixth Form
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Mrs Geary writes:

World Book Day is a highlight of my year.  A chance to discuss new novels, reflect 
on favourite ones and, in previous years, even to dress up as a character from a 

book.  (I don’t think my Year 10 pupils ever recovered from my portrayal of Becky 
Sharp from Vanity Fair!)

Thomas Jefferson famously said: “I cannot live without books” and I tend to agree with him.  My favourite at the moment 

is The Diary of a Bookseller by Shaun Bythell; he meanders his way through the year describing the books he has bought 

and sold and the customers and staff who frequent his shop; I’ll admit it is no War and Peace, but it has brought solace over 

the winter evenings and I have grown to love the characters he describes.  How does that happen?  How do we become so 

engrossed with books that we are emotionally attached to the characters like they are members of our family?

I am sure it has much to do with good writing; when we are grabbed from the opening line.

We often say “Don’t judge a book by its cover”, but crafting the opening to a piece of writing is the hardest part, as any GCSE 

or A Level pupil will tell you.  A first line can conjure up the whole sense of the text. Can you name these novels from their 

first lines? 

• ‘Far out in the uncharted backwaters of the unfashionable end of the western spiral arm of the galaxy lies a small, 

unregarded yellow sun.’

• ‘It was a bright cold day in April and the clocks were striking thirteen’

• ‘The past is a foreign country, they do things differently there.’

• ‘It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.’

Cont. Over
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• ‘It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of foolishness it was the epoch of incredulity, it was 

the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we were all 

going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way.’

• ‘There was no possibility of taking a walk that day’

• ‘When he was thirteen, my brother Jem got his arm badly broken at the elbow’

Making the right first impression, either on a book cover or first lines or in person are important.  It is why we insist that when 

pupils return to school they adhere to our standards and expectations of uniform.  Even though for many pupils it will be the 

first time that they have been in school since Christmas we will encourage them to give good first impressions by settling 

quickly back into routines.  

A famous closing line is: “Afterall, tomorrow is another day” from Gone with the Wind. I wonder what the next instalment of 

our stories will be like as our pupils begin their next chapter?

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion

Year 9 Parents:
Change of date for diphtheria/polio/tetanus or the 
meningitis A/C/W/Y vaccine for Year 9.

New date - 24th March

These immunisations were due to have taken place on the 10th March. As this is the return to school week we have 

rescheduled it to take place on 24th March.

If you have already completed the online consent, you do not need to do it again.

To give consent, please complete the online consent form by following this link: 

https://www.nhsimms.uk/TDIPVACWY/information?Id=143588&Type=TDIPVACWY

(Please note this link will expire on 19th March)

If your child has already had both the diphtheria/polio/tetanus and the meningitis A/C/W/Y vaccine since Sept 2020 

please disregard this message.

If you have any questions or problems accessing the link, please contact the immunisation team on 0333 358 3397 

(option 9 then option 2)
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character 

and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are 

recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these 

core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life, 

and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 161,343

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

37,440VALUE 7,737

CHARACTER 14,721

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to 

each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

42,481 41,963 

44,030

47,56047,066

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 233 March 2021 Page 27@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 233 March 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Nai’A Humble

Year 8:  Ellen Haw

Year 9:  Harriet Thompson

Year 10: Maddie Smales

Year 11: Kaspar Fairy

Year 12: Jasmine Reading

Year 13: Sam Price

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  Grace Dunham

Year 8:  Michelle Chi

Year 9:  Malwina Rozanska

Year 10: Henry Foggin

Year 11: Bonnie McClean

Year 12: Rhys Rackham

Year 13: Hayden Cooper

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Lillie Cole

Year 8:  Indie Blight

Year 9:  Chloe Massey

Year 10: Ruby Waller

Year 11: Georgia McNeil

Year 12: Nancy Child

Year 13: Lydia Adrian

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look at 

your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of these 

values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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